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Paimer Rail Steering Committee Meeting

Date: Thursday, May 19, 2022
Time: 6:30-7:30 p.m.

This meeting will be held in-person at the Town Administration Building.

Agenda

Call to Order

Approval of Meeting Minutes
s May 13, 2021 meeting.

New Business

e Committee membership changes.
e Selection of Vice-Chairperson.
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Old Business

e East-West rail status update: On 4/26/22, Gov. Baker, Rep. Neal, and other
federal and state legislators reached an agreement to create a Western
Massachusetts rail authority, which will seek federal funding to upgrade rail
infrastructure west of Worcester. On 5/3/22, Gov. Baker met with Amtrak CEO
and President Stephen Gardner in Washington, DC to discuss passenger rail
projects in Massachusetts, including plans to run new train service between

Eastern and Western Mass.
s Resume discussion of the need for the town to seek planning and engineering

expertise in order to design and site a passenger rail platform that meets current

requirements. Pertinent documents:
o Palmer Master Plan, pages 24-25: "Transit Oriented Development”

o Amitrak Station Planning and Development Guidelines
o Local planning example: Hartford Line Windsor Locks Station Public

Information Meeting powerpoint (9/19/2019)
o Local planning example: Holyoke Station Feasibility Study and Site

Analysis {Prepared by HDR Engineering for the PVPC, March 2011)

Public Comment
Other Concerns

Adjournment
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