SECTION 10: PuBLIC COMMENT

This Open Space and Recreation Plan was submitted to various town boards and
officials for review and comment.

The required letters of support include:

Town Councll

Town Manager

Planning Board

Conservation Commission

Pioneer Valley Planning Commission

Additional letters of review, comment, and support include:

e Recreation Director
e Board of Health
e Opacum Land Trust
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Town of Palmer

Bondsville, Depot Village, Thorndike & Three Rivers
“The Town of Seven Railroads”

Town Council 4417 Main Street Palmer, MA 01069
Councilors
Barbara Barry
Presidont August 3, 2022
Jessica Sizer Melissa Cryan
Vice President Executive Office of Enetgy and Environmental Affairs
Robert Lavoie 100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900
Council Clerk Boston, MA 02114
Philip Hebert X
RE: 2021 Paimer Open Space and Recreation Plan
Mark Caci
Karl Williams Deat Ms. Cryan,

Matthew Lemieux

I am writing to express the support of the Palmer Town Council for the 2021 Palmer
Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP). The OSRP identifies our community’s values
and goals and provides a framewotk fot out comprehensive community planning efforts

Ryan W. McNutt that began in 2020.
Town Manager

The Open Space and Recreation Committee has been actively working to fulfill and
update the 2014 Plan’s objectives. Significant public input and expettise have identified
areas of shated priorities for land consetvation, agricultural preservation, and outdoor
recteation with emphasis on how to balance these priorities with our land use demands.

We hope you will approve the 2021 update to Palmer’s Open Space and Recreation Plan.

Sincerely

Lalibina Q.

Palmer Town Council
Barbara A. Batry, President




Town of Palmer

4417 Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 — 413-283-2603

Ryan McNutt
Town Manager

July 28, 2022

Melissa Cryan

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900

Boston, MA 02114

RE: 2021 Palmer Open Space and Recreation Plan

Dear Ms. Cryan,

I applaud the work Sarah Fortune, the Commission, and Advisory Committee have done towards
Palmer’s 2021 Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP). This is a comprehensive and well-
written plan, developed by a OSRP Advisory Committee, represents many months of diligent
work.

Throughout the update process, public input from residents and various local government bodies
was actively sought out and encouraged. Information gathered through public participation was
thoroughly analyzed. Additionally, Our Conservation Agent coordinated the update process and
two members of the Conservation Commission served on the planning committee, which along
with the review process provided the opportunity for our input to be thoroughly incorporated.

The Seven-year action plan also provides the town and local boards with the framework they can
efer to make decisions regarding land use and conservation.

Town Manager, Palmér



TOWN OF PALMER

Michael Marciniec, Chairman

Town Administ.ration Building Norman Czech, Vice-Chairman
4417 Main Street Andrew M. Golas, Clerk
Palmer, Massachusects 01069 Thomas Skowyra

Kathleen Burns

OFFICE OF THE PLANNING Linda Leduc
BOARD l'{gévg‘::gp@lionv:ligfpalmer.com

planningboard@townofoalmer. com
Telephone: (413) 283-2605
FAX (413) 283-2637

August 3™, 2022

Melissa Cryan

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental A fairs
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900

Boston, MA 02114

Dear Ms. Cryan,

The Palmer Planning Board has reviewed the draft 2021 Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP)
and fully suppotts it's implementation. The OSRP identified our communities’ values and goals, and
provides a framework for our comprehensive sustainable master planning efforts that were
extensively updated in 2021. The seven year action plan provides the Town and local boards with
the foundation they can refer to in order to make decisions regarding land use and conservation.

The Planning Board is looking forward to working toward the Fulfillment of the 2021 OSRP plan.
Sincetely,

I dles T e

Michael Marciniec, Chairman




TOWN OF PALMER Dorald Bais,Char

Dorothy Lawrence, Vice Chair

Town Administration building Dif,tigrclzz'tk
. otter

4417 Main Street Nicholas Zeo
Palmer, MA 01069 Brenda Cole

Lucas McDiarmid

CONSERVATION COMMISSION b rorume

July 27, 2022

Melissa Cryan

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900

Boston, MA 02114

RE: 2021 Palmer Open Space and Recreation Plan

Dear Ms. Cryan,

The Palmer Conservation Commission is pleased to support the 2021 Palmer Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP).
This comprehensive and well-written plan was developed by members of Palmers OSRP Advisory Committee and
represents many months of diligent work to gather data and public input in order to update text, maps, and the action plan
from the previous plan.

Throughout the update process, public input from residents and various local government bodies was actively sought out
and encouraged. Information gathered through public participation was thoroughly analyzed. Additionally, Our
Conservation Agent coordinated the update process and three members of the Conservation Commission served on the
planning committee, which along with the review process provided the opportunity for our input to be thoroughly
incorporated.

The Seven-year action plan also provides the town and local boards with the framework they can refer to make decisions
regarding land use and conservation. The Conservation Commission is looking forward to working toward the 2014
plan's implementation and continuing its collaboration with other town departments on the protection of Palmer’s Open

Space.

Sincerely,

i B
si )cm Jd Vo, (}-\

Donald Blais, Jr., Chair
Palmer Conservation Commission



Catalyst for Regional Progress

pVpC

Kimberly H. Robinson, MUP
Executive Director

July 29, 2022

Melissa Cryan

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs - Division of Conservation Services
100 Cambridge Street, 9th Floor

Boston, MA 02114

Dear Ms. Cryan:

The Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (PVPC) supports the Town of Palmer’s 2021 Open Space and Recreation Plan
(OSRP). PVPC worked closely with the Town of Palmer and its OSRP Committee over the last year and a half in support
of this plan update, and finds the plan consistent with DCS requirements and the recommendations of our regional land
use plan, Valley Vision 4.

The Palmer OSRP Committee invested a significant amount of time, energy, thought, and care into developing this 2021
OSRP update. The Committee assertively sought input from the community through both the survey and public visioning
session, and ensured that this public input was incorporated into the updated goals, objectives, and action plan. Two of
the top needs that came out of the planning process were to both improve and better maintain the Town’s recreational
facilities and to increase access to information about the Town'’s conservation and recreation areas, so that Town
residents are aware of all of the active and passive recreational opportunities.

The plan recommends several actions that PVPC supports and has encouraged in the region for several years, including
seeking permanent protection for ecologically sensitive open space parcels and enhancing the capacity of natural
systems to help mitigate the impacts of climate change. Other proposed actions in this plan update are unique to Palmer
and take an intelligent and direct path to addressing the town’s needs. The plan proposes to increase access to Palmer’s
four rivers for both boaters and hikers, to expand the existing trail network, and to develop community gardens,
especially in low income and Environmental Justice areas. A priority expressed by the community and the OSRP
Committee that is consistent with all of these needs is for increased funding for recreation and land conservation in
Palmer.

In summary, PVPC fully supports the submission of Palmer’s 2021 Open Space and Recreation Plan Update.

Sincerely,

(%/ : ;kﬁ

Kimberly H. Robinson
Executive Director
Pioneer Valley Planning Commission

Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 60 Congress Street, Springfield, MA 01104-3419
413.781.6045 413.732.2593 413.781.7168 www.pvpc.org



TOWN OF PALMER

Recreation Department

Palmer Town Building
4417 Main Street
Palmer, Massachusetts 01069

astgeorge(@townofpalmer.com

July 28, 2022

Melissa Cryan

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900

Boston, MA 02114

RE: 2021 Palmer Open Space and Recreation Plan
Dear Ms. Cryan,

The Palmer Recreation Department is pleased to support the 2021 Palmer Open Space and
Recreation Plan (OSRP).

We believe that this plan accurately incorporates the public feedback received through the
various methods used to engage the public and that the long-term plans work towards improving
the knowledge and access to natural and recreational resources to the residents of Palmer.

The Recreation Department is looking forward to participating in the applicable areas of the
OSRP and we are excited about the potential that the future holds.

Sincerely,

WAC/»/

Andrew St. George
Palmer Recreation Director



Palmer Board of Health s

Phone: (413)283-2606

Palmer Board of Health Fax:413-283-2637
4417 Main Street cflorence@townofpalmer.com

Palmer MA, 01069

July 28, 2022

To Whom It May Concern,

The Palmer Board of Health is pleased to support the Palmer Open Space and Recreation Plan
(OSRP). This comprehensive and well-written plan was developed by members of Palmers OSRP
Advisory Committee and represents many months of diligent work to gather data and public
input in order to update text, maps, and the action plan from the previous plan.

Throughout the update process, public impute from residents and various local government
bodies was actively sought out and encouraged. Information gathered through public
participation was thoroughly analyzed.

The 7 year action plan provides the town and local boards with the framework they can refer to
while making decisions regarding land use and conservation.

The Palmer Board of Health is looking forward to working toward the plan's implementation.
Sincerely,

C_ 2

Chrissy Florence
Health Supervisor



0%
OPACUM

LAND TRUST

PO Box 233
Sturbridge, MA 01566 info@opacumit.org
508-347-9144 www.opacumit.org

-

Town of Palmer
Palmer Open Space and Recreation Committee
4417 Main Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Dear Sarah and the OSRP Committee,

The Opacum Land Trust is pleased to support your 2021 updated version of the Town of Palmer Open Space and Recreation
plan. These plans are incredibly useful for towns to identify important resources and areas for preservation. We note that
you have done a significant amount of work in the northeast corner of town, protecting land, water, and historic resources
as well as providing trails for the residents of Palmer and the surrounding communities. Clearly, these plans have been a
significant aid to your town in the past.

Opacum Land Trust includes Palmer as one of the thirteen towns in our service area and we are poised to help with projects
within the Town of Palmer. Open Space and Recreation plans can also help towns secure state funds to protect lands
through various grants. We have worked with several towns in our region to help with such acquisitions. In fact, we were
happy to be able to conserve, with your support, 40 acres in the town through a Conservation Restriction last year. It was
our first conservation project in the Town of Palmer and we look forward to a continued partnership with you in the future.

Good luck with the review of your update. We are happy to support this effort to aid in the conservation of natural
resources for people, wildlife, and clean water in our region.

Sincerely,

Loll— |y 0

Laney Wilder Leslie A. Duthie
Executive Director President
Opacum Land Trust Opacum Land Trust

Protecting land in Brimfield, Brookfield, Charlton, East Brookfield, Holland, Monson, North Brookfield,
Palmer, Sturbridge, Southbridge, Wales, Warren & West Brookfield

Opacum is a member of the Massachusetts Land Trust Coalition and the Land Trust Alliance





