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Section 10: Public Comment 

This Open Space and Recreation Plan was submitted to various town boards and 
officials for review and comment.  

The required letters of support include: 

• Town Council

• Town Manager

• Planning Board

• Conservation Commission

• Pioneer Valley Planning Commission

Additional letters of review, comment, and support include: 

• Recreation Director
• Board of Health

• Opacum Land Trust











 

 

July 29, 2022 
 
Melissa Cryan 
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs – Division of Conservation Services 
100 Cambridge Street, 9th Floor 
Boston, MA  02114 
 
Dear Ms. Cryan: 
 
The Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (PVPC) supports the Town of Palmer’s 2021 Open Space and Recreation Plan 
(OSRP). PVPC worked closely with the Town of Palmer and its OSRP Committee over the last year and a half in support 
of this plan update, and finds the plan consistent with DCS requirements and the recommendations of our regional land 
use plan, Valley Vision 4.  
 
The Palmer OSRP Committee invested a significant amount of time, energy, thought, and care into developing this 2021 
OSRP update. The Committee assertively sought input from the community through both the survey and public visioning 
session, and ensured that this public input was incorporated into the updated goals, objectives, and action plan. Two of 
the top needs that came out of the planning process were to both improve and better maintain the Town’s recreational 
facilities and to increase access to information about the Town’s conservation and recreation areas, so that Town 
residents are aware of all of the active and passive recreational opportunities.  
 
The plan recommends several actions that PVPC supports and has encouraged in the region for several years, including 
seeking permanent protection for ecologically sensitive open space parcels and enhancing the capacity of natural 
systems to help mitigate the impacts of climate change. Other proposed actions in this plan update are unique to Palmer 
and take an intelligent and direct path to addressing the town’s needs. The plan proposes to increase access to Palmer’s 
four rivers for both boaters and hikers, to expand the existing trail network, and to develop community gardens, 
especially in low income and Environmental Justice areas. A priority expressed by the community and the OSRP 
Committee that is consistent with all of these needs is for increased funding for recreation and land conservation in 
Palmer. 
 
In summary, PVPC fully supports the submission of Palmer’s 2021 Open Space and Recreation Plan Update.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Kimberly H. Robinson 
Executive Director 
Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 



 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 28, 2022 
 
 
Melissa Cryan 
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 
 
RE: 2021 Palmer Open Space and Recreation Plan 
 
Dear Ms. Cryan, 
 
The Palmer Recreation Department is pleased to support the 2021 Palmer Open Space and 
Recreation Plan (OSRP).  
 
We believe that this plan accurately incorporates the public feedback received through the 
various methods used to engage the public and that the long-term plans work towards improving 
the knowledge and access to natural and recreational resources to the residents of Palmer. 
 
The Recreation Department is looking forward to participating in the applicable areas of the 
OSRP and we are excited about the potential that the future holds. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Andrew St. George 
Palmer Recreation Director 

 

TOWN OF PALMER 

Recreation Department 
 

Palmer Town Building 
4417 Main Street 

Palmer, Massachusetts 01069 
 

astgeorge@townofpalmer.com 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 








