
 Palmer Planning Board 

Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

                                  Monday, November 3, 2014 

I  Call to order 
 

Chairman Michael Marciniec called the meeting to order at 7:05PM on Monday, November 3, 2014 in 
Meeting Room 1. Present were members Norman Czech, Thomas Skowyra, Kathleen Burns and Andrew 
Golas. Also present was Town Planner, Linda Leduc, and Nicole Parker, recording minutes.   

 
II Public Hearing 
Syncarpha Palmer, LLC is seeking a Site Plan Approval as required by section 171.29 and 171.126 to install one 4.95 
MW (AC) ground-mounted photovoltaic system at the property located at 311 Emery Street, Palmer MA. This 
parcel is also known as Assessors Map 41, Lot(s) 37; 37/1 - 37/41; 37/B & 37/C. 
 
Present representing applicant was representatives from Renewable Energy Massachusetts, CEO Brian Kopperl and 
COO Bob Knowles. Syncarpha Solar, based in New York, NY, is a co-development partner. Steve Mullaney from 
S.J Mullaney Engineering was also present and introduced the project.  
 
Present from the public was Roger Zepke, of 8 Laurel Lane, Wilbraham; Stephen Lajzer of 605 Ridge Rd, 
Wilbraham; Peter Mastalerz of 8 Park Ave, Monson; James Hanah of Ware Ma; Elizabeth Hancock of Ware, MA. 
Hard copy here. 
 
Mr. Mullaney explained that of the 105 acre parcel, 22.05 acres will be used for a 5.99 DC PV array. He also 
explained that the life span of the project is consistent with the lease term, 20-25 years. The National Grid 
(NGRID) application had been confirmed, and energy will be sold to a municipality in NGRID territory.  
 
The timeline is expected to start in December and go 4 or 5 months.  
 
No earthwork is proposed. The site is a former airport and will use existing grading. There are 668 tables proposed 
with fewer than 20,000 non- reflective panels to be installed.  
 
After discussion with the Board, it was decided that obscuring fence is much more unsightly and costly than 
plantings. Security fence will be installed around project. It was noted that there will be an agreement on the 
planting plan at the pre-construction meeting.  
 
Four new poles are proposed for this project, with underground wiring to five inverters. No lighting is proposed. 
All poles proposed will be in the position as on the plan. If anything changes, NGRID will have made them. 
 
Trees within site will be transplanted and other conifers will be planted along Emery St to screen panels.  
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There is a second gravel driveway proposed for lower grade for maintenance access. Two gates will be installed. 
One at upper drive and one at lower panel level along the gravel drive.  
Notice to National Heritage regarding mussels and dragon flies decision will be made by November 20, 2014.  
 
John Furman went over his review dated October 31, 2014.  
 
There is no large scale earth work proposed. Two waivers have been requested: Waiver of engineer‘s estimate for 
decommissioning and a waiver of traffic study.  
It was also noted that in areas where trees are to be removed for panels stumps will be left which will be more 
stable than complete removal, considering the area of disturbance is fairly large.  
 
The Board expressed that screw type foundation is ok; pile driven will require limited work hours.  
It was agreed that the removal of the apron will be replaced with plantings and will be shown on updated plan to 
also reflect limit of work at pre-construction meeting.  
 
It was noted that there will be a condition that the drip edges of the panels be inspected and mitigation to occur in 
the event that stormwater is eroding earth under the front of the panels.  
 
A waiver of televising Stormwater installation was formally requested and VHB supports that waiver.  
 
An Operation & Maintenance Plan waiver was requested however, VHB does not recommend support of this 
waiver. It is possible to use information on sheet 4 to create the agreement. A $5,000.00 Performance Guarantee 
will need to be submitted prior to a building permit.  
 
The Board opened the conversation to the public. There was concern over what types of trees will be planted, 
speeding on the narrow Emery Street, and maintenance. The response was that basically pine trees will be planted 
or some sort of evergreens, and mowing will be done once a year and no herbicides or chemicals will be used. 
 
The general timeline is proposed to be approximately 5 months.  
 
The Board mentioned a concern with the main access road curvature and recommended widening it for easier 
access for large construction vehicles coming on to the runway. 
 
Construction signs/trucks entering signs are to be temporarily installed in both directions. 
 
Waivers that were requested and voted on were: Separate Sediment and Erosion Control Plan; Televising of 
Underground piping; Engineer Estimate. 
 
Motion to grant waivers was made by N.Czech. Seconded by T.Skowyra. Motion passed (5:0)     
 
Motion to grant waiver of Landscape Plan was DENIED by N.Czech. Seconded by A.Golas. Motion passed (5:0) 
 
Motion to Grant Request of Required Estimate Located in the Decommissioning Agreement from Every 5 Years to 
Every 10 Years was made by A.Golas. Seconded by N.Czech. Motion passed (5:0) 

2 
 



 
Motion to grant waiver of Performance Bond was DENIED by N.Czech. Seconded by A.Golas. Motion passed 
(5:0) 
 
Waiver of Traffic Study waiver was withdrawn. 
Waiver of Operation and Maintenance Agreement was withdrawn. 
 
Motion to grant Site Plan Approval with Conditions was made by N.Czech. Seconded by A.Golas. Motion passed 
(5:0) 
 
Motion to Grant Stormwater Permit was made by A.Golas. Seconded by N.Czech. Motion passed (5:0) 
 
III New Business 
9:00PM N.Czech left meeting 
 
Northern Construction Letter to the Board 
 
The Board agreed to send a letter to Northern Construction LLC to inform applicant that approval for access road 
past approved date was not permitted, and that all conditions of original permit and timeline must be met.  
 
Motion to send letter by K.Burns. Seconded by A.Golas. Motion passed (4:0) 
 
Minutes, October 8, 2014 
 
Motion to approve minutes made by K.Burns. Seconded by T.Skowyra. Motion passed (3:0:1) Golas 
 
Department of Environmental Protection Notice of Responsibility Letter Regarding Thorndike Mills. L.Leduc will 
be meeting with owner to discuss options for cleanup of hazardous waste around and in parcel.  
 
Feasibility Study from Department of Transportation (DOT) regarding a ridership study. 
 
M.Marciniec distributed the study from DOT regarding a central corridor line that would include Palmer.  
 
Flynt Street and Cedar Hill – RB Subdivision. The Board is encouraged to look into activities happening on this site. 
They were encouraged to check slopes and cuts and any processing equipment. The Board was advised to look into 
it and come back with recommendation.    
 
IV Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn was made by K.Burns. Seconded by T.Skowyra. Motion passed (4:0) 

 

                                                                                                                             _____ 

Andrew M. Golas, clerk 
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