
 Palmer Planning Board 

Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

                                  Monday, August 18, 2014 

I  Call to order 
 

Chairman Michael Marciniec called the meeting to order at 7:00PM on Monday, August 18, 2014 in the 
Planning Department office. Present was members Kathleen Burns and Andrew Golas. and Norman Czech. 
Board member Thomas Skowyra was absent. Also present was Town Planner, Lina Leduc, and Nicole 
Parker, recording minutes.   

 

II Old Business 

Peterson Road Solar Site Plan Approval; Hearing opened on June 2, 2014. Continued June 16,  July 7 & July 21, 
2014.  

Present representing applicants were owners, David Siegel and James Siegel. Also present was their engineer, Tony 
Wonseski, of SVE engineering. Charlie Roberts of Nexamp entered during the early presentation. Present 
representing the Town was their engineer, John Furman. 

Mr. Wonseski presented final revision of plan and updated lease agreement. The new leased parcel is approximately 
40 acres, with frontage extended through the Mason Street turnaround. There was also stone wall verification 
confirming that there are no historic stone walls on leased 40 acre parcel. Mr. Wonseski noted that he sent 
comments to fire department. He stated that there is a gate on Country Lane that is closed but not locked. There 
will be a Knox box installed for emergencies. Nexamp will provide training for Town officials /first responders. 

A utility agreement and impact study has been provided. Applicant must provide verification that National Grid has 
received application and project is under review. A condition of approval will require verification from National 
Grid.  

The Conservation Commission determined a negative finding on their Notice of Intent. He stated that they have 
boosted erosion control by adding fiber rolls. The plan shows a sediment trap to add mitigation. No topsoil is being 
removed. Plans are to stockpile loam and balance the cuts and fills on site. Nexamp poles are certain but the 
National Grid poles may be moved. Gravel may be brought in for driveway.  

There is a current buffer approximately 100 feet along access road. A waiver has been requested.  Mr. Wonseski 
stated that there is a historic orchard outside the fence line that will be preserved.   

Mr. Wonseski informed the Board that straw matting will be anchored under the drip line on panels. That will 
provide one to two years of coverage before vegetation grows.   

John Furman went over his second review, dated August 18, 2014.  
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Mr. Furman stated that log borings show silt so bringing in gravel is understandable. The financial surety amount is 
acceptable. The town must be given right of first refusal. Emergency measures have been taken. There were 4 
waivers requested that VHB is in support of.  

The following waivers were requested: 

• 171-93B 1 (c) & 171-29 D 4 (h) Landscape and Screening Standards 

•  171.29D.2 & 145.4.2 B 1 Property Survey 

• 145.5.3 Television of Storm Drains 

• 145.4 2 B  Existing Conditions Plan 

There was also a waiver of Stormwater Guarantee. The approval of that waiver was not recommended, as the Board 
still requires a Stormwater permit. The applicant requested to bond the Stormwater Performance Guarantee. The 
Board felt that bonding in full is an acceptable form of payment. There will be a condition of Approval that the 
Town of Palmer will be named as right of first refusal. Four large basins in the project are required to be inspected 
twice a year.  

A specific timeline needs to be provided. An Operation and Management Agreement needs to be provided, and will 
be a condition of approval.  

A condition of approval will require all truck traffic to be on Peterson Road, never on Country Lane.  

Mr. Wonseski stated that there is a historic orchard outside the fence line that will be preserved.  

It was agreed upon by all parties that a pre-construction meeting shall occur no later than 2 weeks prior to 
construction.   

Waivers granted were: Landscape and Screening Standards; Property Survey; Television of Storm Drains & Existing 
Conditions Plan.  

Motion to approve waivers was made by A.Golas. Seconded by K.Burns. Motion passed (4:0) 

Motion was made to grant Site Plan Approval with conditions was made by N.Czech. Seconded by A.Golas. 
Motion passed (4:0) 

Motion to approve Stormwater Permit was made by A.Golas. Seconded by N.Czech. Motion passed (4:0)  

III New Business 

7:50PM  Zone Change Referral From Town  Council for 1366-1368 Park Street. Also known as Map 56 Lot 85. 
Proponent for zone change is owner Susan Monat.  

A request came in from Town Council regarding a change in zone from Industrial A to General Business to allow 
for more uses. Planning Board has set the public hearing for September 8, 2014 

7:52PM Knox Pond Construction Report # 82. 

Motion was made to acknowledge receipt of report by N.Czech. Seconded by A.Golas. Motion passed (4:0) 
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7:54Letter to Leon Dragone Regarding Development  

Economic Development Director L.Leduc sent a letter of support dated July 31, 2014 regarding developing the 152 
acre parcel Northeast Realty owns.  

7:55Minutes of July 21, 2014 

Motion was made to table minutes until the next meeting on September 8, 2014 by N.Czech. Seconded by A.Golas. 

7:55PMAbutting Town Notices 

Abutting town notices were dispersed to the Board for review.  
 

7:55PMRenewable Energy Massachusetts LLC(REM) 

REM sent a letter to the Town dated August 7, 2014, signed by Robert Knowles & Brian Kopperl informing 
abutters about a public, neighborhood meeting they were holding to get input on the upcoming solar facility. 

7:58PM Earth Removal Reports from Jon Furman, VHB dated July 21, 2014 

Edge Realty: Site is well maintained. Elevation is brought down 20 feet and a stabilized embankment is left. A well 
that was required has not been installed. There is still debris on site Re: concrete panel and rubble. Roadway now 
has millings which keeps tracking pad tight. Sediment is going into basin. Abutter owns adjacent personal swale. 
Operator will clean if necessary.  

JJC Materials:  
Growing well. No issues. 
RB Enterprises 
No dramatic changes. No significant change all year. All stone has been screened.  
RDL Associates  
No significant changes.  
Motion to acknowledge receipt of reports made by A.Golas. Seconded by K.Burns. Motion passed (4:0) 

IV BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

A.Golas reviewed the Economic Development bill that was just passed. Steven Brewer, Senate Ways and Means 
Chair, D, Barre, spoke to A.Golas and informed him that $100,000.00 has been earmarked for Economic 
Development study for Route 32. The former Monson Developmental Center is also earmarked at $100,000.00  

 

V Adjournment 8:30PM  

Motion was made to adjourn at 8:00PM by N.Czech. Seconded by K.Burns. Motion passed (4:0)  

 

___________________________________ 

Andrew M. Golas, clerk 
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