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Notes from Palmer PVS, held 9/28/21 

 

18 attendees total, including five committee members 

The attendees split into groups by topic, choosing where they wanted to go. 

The topics/questions to discuss were: 

• What are the greatest assets and needs for open space and recreation in Palmer? 

• What are the top priorities for open space and recreation improvements? 

• How can the community become more involved? 

• What are top funding priorities? 

 

Notes from the Top Priorities group: 

• There are a lot of open spaces, trails, conservation areas in Palmer, but a lot of people don’t 

know they exist or where they are. It’s important to get the information out there. Make the 

information easier to access on town website, more user friendly. Make a brochure that lists all 

of the areas and trails. Mail it with the tax bill if not too expensive. 

• The Town needs a trails committee, group of people to help build and maintain trails. Important 

to improve and maintain what the Town has – not necessary to add much more in the way of 

trails or parks. One trail that would be great to add though is Palmer section of Mass Central Rail 

Trail. 

• Parks maintenance is also important, Burleigh Park in particular. Another priority for 

improvement is Duke Field. Need to improve the drainage there. 

• Track at Duke Field (PHS) 

• Pass the CPA for increased funding for open space and rec, conservation 

• River access for boating, fishing. The fly fishing is really great in places and known by word of 

mouth but if there were better access could publicize and promote, increase tourism and 

economic development. Swift River has the best water quality, best for fishing. Need to add 

boat launches. One area for a boat launch is off First Street in Bondsville. Look into partnering 

with Chicopee River Watershed Council and with the state, get grants to improve river access. 

• The overarching discussion was around MAINTAINING and UPGRADING/IMPROVING 

the facilities that we have. We have a lot of recreational space and facilities but they 

are all struggling. The marketing & promotion of these spaces to the general public 

(town wide and regionally) needs to be much, much better. 
 

What are the top priorities for open space and recreation improvements? 
 
Promotion: 

• Rec trails (and promotion of) 
• Forest Lake (promotion) 
• Website upgrades/navigation 



• Trail Map production 
• Fish & wildlife promotion 
• Chicopee Watershed promotion 

 
Funding/Community Involvement: 

• Community Preservation Act 
• DPW Budget Increase 
• Rec Director 
• Rec and trails committee 

Maintenance/Improvement: 

• Laviolette Bathrooms 
• bathroom access elsewhere 
• Burleigh Park 
• Laviolette Field (trail & fields) 
• Palmer Schools (OMP Gym) 
• Palmer Schools (fields, pool, etc) 

General Priorities: 

• River and trail access 
• Eager Tennis Courts / Pickleball 
• ADA trails & spaces 
• First Street hiking 
• First Street fishing 
• Mass Central Rail Trail 
• Adult leagues 
• Community Center (Converse) 

Round-Table: If you have $5 million, what would you “fix” first? 

• Laviolette Field 
• River Access 
• Palmer School Fields (2 votes) 
• Burleigh Park (2 votes) 

Notes from Community Involvement Group: 

• Create a Recreation Department that could coordinate various volunteer groups. A single source 
of information to avoid confusion. 

• Offer incentives for maintenance of hiking trails and parks. Give volunteers coupons for 10% off 
local businesses. 

• Use education as a way to engage the public about their open space resources. Organize hikes 
etc maybe create a nature center at Forest Lake. 

• Have geocaching sites on trails that could increase use and volunteer opportunities. 



Notes from Funding Priorities Group: 

• Take what the town has and improve on it. 
o Forest Lake improvements 
o Maintenance of existing parks 
o Parks in Town center 
o Shared or multi-use path like Central MA Rail Trail, connect to other trails 

• Recreation Department – need to hire staff person. Even if have volunteer groups, need 
someone to coordinate them. 

• More opportunities for kids, teens, i.e. skate park, prevent vandalism 

• Parking and restrooms at trails 

• Funding sources – businesses can sponsor rec improvements, CPA 

Notes from Assets and Needs Group: 

Assets: 
1.       4 Rivers (Ware, Quaboag, Swift, Chicopee) 
2.       Hiking trails 
3.       Community parks 
4.       Forest Lake public beach 

  
Needs: 
 

Activities/facilities for seniors and disabled: 
    

• More universally accessible walking trails in centrally located/village center areas 

• Example: in proximity to the senior center and other senior living facilities 

• More activities for older age groups and elderly in centrally located/village center areas 

• Example: Converse Middle School/Legion Field  – develop a walking trail in the athletic fields, use 
the school gym/cafeteria for activities such as shuffle board 

• Converse Middle School/Legion Field are located close to senior center, easily accessible by walking, 
flat terrain 

 
General needs: 

• .       More walking trails 

•         More hiking trails 

• Re-blaze the trails conservation areas, especially Midura Conservation Area and Pattaquattic 
Trails/Shaw District 

•        Outdoor socially distanced activities for all ages 

•        Obtain access agreements/easements with landowners of properties abutting 4 rivers to gain 
access to conservation land and increase access to recreational waters 

•        Develop a land management agreement with DFG for Forest Lake, including: 
o Parking passes for Palmer residents (possibly for out of town residents?) – could be 

seasonal, weekend or daily passes 
o Permanent porta potty at Forest Lake public beach to protect water quality 



o Revenue generated from parking passes could be used for land management activities and 
porta potties 

•        Rest rooms all open space and recreational areas  

•    Fully staff the Conservation Department 

•    Hire a Recreation Director 

 




