REPORT OF THE PALMER POLICE DEPARTMENT
Robert P. Frydryk, Chief of Police

In 2002, the Palmer Police Department answered approximately 13,071 calls for service. From
these calls, 2,141 criminal offenses were recorded and investigated. Additionally, 937
individuals were arrested and/or summoned to court. The department responded to 678 various
alarm calls. Unfortunately, a staggering 97.5% of these calls were false alarms. More than
3,523 traffic offenses were recorded and 510 traffic accidents investigated. These accidents
resulted in injuries to 190 individuals, including 2 fatalities. A complete statistical report of the
year’s activity follows this report.

The department is currently comprised of 21 full-time and 4 part-time police officers, who are
supported by 6 full-time non-sworn staff. The following personnel changes occurred during the
year:

o In February, Catherine J. Rodriguez was appointed to the position of full-time Emergency
Telecommunications Dispatcher.

o In May, Rodney A. North was appointed to the position of police sergeant. He had been
serving in the capacity of acting sergeant since September of 2000.

o Three employees chose to take advantage of the Early Retirement Incentive Program (ERIP)
offered by the town. Officer William McCarthy, Officer Earl Noble, and Dispatcher
Elizabeth Plant officially retired on December 31, 2002. We wish each of them a long and
healthy retirement.

o In December, Permanent-Intermittent Police Officers Scott T. Camilleri and Sean M. Ford
were appointed to the position of full-time police officer. They will attend the 22-week
police academy early in 2003, and should be on active patrol duty late in the year.

The department received the following grants in 2002:
Local Law Enforcement Block Grant (U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance)

- $15,534 to be used for equipment, technology and other materials directly related to basic law
enforcement functions.

Community Policing Grant (Massachusetts Executive Office of Public Safety) - $38,000 to aid in
the development, implementation, and maintenance of community policing programs and
initiatives. Our programs include citizen and student police academies, bicycle patrols, targeted
traffic enforcement patrols, seat belt enforcement and many others. We owe a debt of gratitude
to our state senator, Stephen Brewer, and our representative, Reed Hillman, who were
instrumental in securing these funds for us.

Due to cuts in the state budget, grant funding for the D.A.R.E. program was eliminated. For this
reason, our D.A.R.E. program had to be scaled back. We are currently only able to provide this
education to fifth grade students in our school system. Thanks to a town meeting appropriation
of $6,000 we are able to continue the program at this diminished level. In years past, we
received grants of $9,700 annually from the state. With this grant money we were able to
provide D.A.R.E. education to the fifth grade, and to targeted classes in the middle school and
high school as well.

We are in the third and final year of our federal COPS in Schools grant. Officer James Lynch is
assigned full-time to the Palmer High School and Pathfinder Regional Vocational Technical
High School as the School Resource Officer. The program has received high ratings from the



respective school administrations and the students. Under an agreement signed by the high
schools and the town, future funding for the School Resource Officer will be shared so that this
highly effective program can continue.

In November, voters were asked, yet again, to approve a Debt Exclusion Override of Proposition
2 ' to fund the construction of a new police station. In spite of a cost reduction of more than 2
million dollars over the original project, the ballot question was defeated by a narrow margin.
Due to a downturn in the economy and the tough fiscal times anticipated at both the state and the
local levels in the next couple of years, no proposals for a new police station will be submitted in
the near future. However, we will continue to pursue approval for this much needed project.

In the late summer, we occupied the 40’ X 24’ mobile office trailer that was purchased to
temporarily address some of our desperate need for additional space. The trailer has been sited
at the rear of the town building. The operations section (Lieutenant, Sergeants, Detective, Court
Liaison, and Squad room) of the police department was moved into this trailer. While it is far

from ideal, this extra space will allow us some “breathing room” until a permanent solution can
be found.

In closing, I would like to thank the staff of the police department for their dedication and
commitment to their department and to their community. I would also like to thank the residents
of the community who continue to support us.

Thanks, too, to the Board of Selectmen, Town Administrator John Griffin, the Finance
Committee, the town’s fire departments and their chiefs, Highway Superintendent Phil Sampson
an his staff, and all the other town offices and departments for their cooperation throughout the
year.



PALMER POLICE DEPARTMENT
CALLS FOR SERVICE BY TYPE - 2002

CALL REASON # Calls # Unfounded Incidents Accidents Arrests
209A Reaqtlest * 32 2 15 0 3
209A Service 28 6 5 0 2
209A Violation * 26 3 12 0 8
9-1-1 Abandoned Call 51 16 5 0 3
9-1-1 Boqus Call 23 19 0 0 0
9-1-1 Hana-up Call 151 83 18 0 6
9-1-1 Misuse 59 34 0 0 1
9-1-1 Silent Call 11 9 0 0 0
Abandoned M/V 22 1 2 0 2
Accident (Hit & Run) 84 3 5 51 19
Accident (Pedestrian) 2 0 0 1 0
Accident (Personal Injurv) 99 1 4 68 9
Accident (Property Damaae) 724 49 18 393 34
Alarm (Buralar) 627 618 9 0 0
Alarm (Fire) 75 69 0 0 0
Alarm (Holdup) 13 13 0 0 0
Alarm (Medical) 9 2 0 0 0
Alarm (other) 21 20 0 0 1
Alarm (Panic/Trouble) 8 8 0 0 0
Alarm (TEST/MAINTENANCE) 23 4 0 0 0
Animal Complaint 149 15 7 0 0
Annovina/Accostina * 12 2 2 0 0
Annovina/Obscene Phone Calls 44 0 13 0 1
Arrest (CHINS) 1 0 0 0 1
Arrest (On siaht) * 16 1 0 0 16
Arrest (OUI) * 3 0 0 0 3
Arrest (Unspecified) * 4 0 0 0 4
Arrest (Warrant) * 60 4 0 0 55
Arson * 2 1 1 0 0
Assault/A&B * 77 2 35 0 27
Assist Citizen 347 24 15 0 5
Assist Motorist 159 6 0 0 0
Assist Other Agency 148 12 8 0 5
Assist Other Police Department 192 40 2 0 7
Breakina & Enter (M/V) * 56 2 37 1 10
Breakina & Enterina/Buralary * 93 6 74 0 8
Bvlaw Viol (other) 6 2 0 0 0
Bvlaw Viol-Snow on Sidewalk 4 0 0 0 0
Bvlaw Viol-Unrea Veh(s) 47 1 11 0 14
Check Well-beina 131 32 13 1 14
Child Abuse * 13 2 8 0 5
Child Nealect * 10 1 4 0 14
Civil Complaint 82 8 5 0 1
Cruiser Transport (Arrest) 8 0 0 0 0
Cruiser Transport (Courtesv) 96 4 0 0 1
Cruiser Transport (Emeraencv) 1 0 0 0 0
Disabled M/V 290 50 1 1 2
Disorderlv Conduct 109 24 18 0 20
Disturbance (Domestic) * 251 30 134 0 87
Disturbance (Gatherina) 54 13 10 0 11
Disturbance (General) 95 13 15 0 20
Disturbance (Loud Noise) 251 50 7 0 7
Disturbance (Motor Vehicle) 7 2 0 0 2
Disturbance (Neiahbor) 81 4 11 0 7
Drua/Narcotics Violation * 29 7 3 0 18
Elder Abuse 1 0 1 0 0
Familv Offense (Non violent) 16 1 3 0 3
Fire (Forest/Brush) 41 2 1 0 0
Fire (Motor Vehicle) 23 1 6 0 0
Fire (Mutual Aid) 6 0 0 0 0
Fire (Other) 32 5 2 0 0
Fire (Outside Burnina Complaint) 36 2 0 0 0
Fire (Structure/Dwellina) 46 1 7 0 1
Fire Code Violation 1 0 0 0 0
Fire TONE TEST 24 0 0 0 0
Fish & Game Violation 2 0 0 0 0
Fraud * 21 0 13 0 3
Gas Leak/Odor 14 0 1 0 0
GENERAL SERVICES 24 0 0 0 2
Harassment 71 6 18 0 4
Hazardous Condition 316 27 5 0 0
HAZMAT Spill/Leak 15 0 2 0 0
House/Buildina Check 45 2 0 0 0



PALMER POLICE DEPARTMENT

CALLS FOR SERVICE BY TYPE - 2002

CALL REASON # Calls # Unfounded Incidents Accidents Arrests
llleaal Dumpina 38 5 2 0 1
INFO-Abuse/209A Orders 2 0 0 0 0
INFO-Ambulance Service 6 0 0 0 0
INFO-Burnina Permits 5 0 0 0 0
INFO-Detainees 4 0 0 0 0
INFO-Directions 70 0 0 0 0
INFO-Extra Dutv Details 125 0 0 0 0
INFO-General 489 8 0 0 0
INFO-Pistol Permits/FIDs 5 0 0 0 0
INFO-Police Reports 62 5 2 0 0
INFO-Record Checks 1 0 0 0 0
INFO-Road Conditions 25 0 0 0 0
INFO-School Closinas 14 0 0 0 0
INFO-Solicitors 1 0 0 0 0
INFO-Town Offices/Denpts 15 0 0 0 0
INFO-Warrants 2 0 0 0 0
Intox / Incapacitated Person 69 19 3 0 22
Kidnappina (Custodial Interference) * 1 0 1 0 0
Larcenv * 275 11 154 0 38
Liauor Law Violations * 17 4 6 0 33
Loiterina 5 0 0 0 0
M/V Recoverv * 14 0 4 0 0
M/V Release 66 0 0 0 0
M/V Repossession 15 1 0 0 0
M/V Stop 2979 2 9 0 180
M/V Theft * 40 5 22 0 1
M/V Violations 359 132 16 1 28
Medical Assist (lliness) 31 2 2 0 0
Medical Assist (Injurv) 22 2 0 0 0
Medical Assist (Mutual Aid) 15 1 0 0 0
Medical Assist (Psvchiatric) 12 0 4 0 0
Medical Assist (unspecif) 9 1 0 0 0
Medical Transport (Emeraencyv) 324 12 11 0 1
Medical Transport (Routine) 16 1 0 0 0
Missina Person * 43 12 12 0 1
Notification/Messaae Delivery 53 3 0 0 0
Officer Reaquests Assistance 2 0 0 0 1
Officer Wanted 101 13 16 0 6
Open Door/Window 35 16 0 0 0
Parkina Violation 92 11 0 0 0
Power Outaae 65 3 0 0 0
Propertv Return 8 0 0 0 0
Propertv-Found 68 2 22 0 1
Propertv-Lost 32 1 3 0 0
Protective Custodv * 26 0 0 0 26
Public Service (Other) 34 3 0 0 1
Rape * 3 1 3 0 0
Reported Death * 15 0 14 0 0
Robberv * 4 0 4 0 1
Runawayv * 19 3 11 0 2
Sex Offenses * 24 1 17 0 9
Shopliftina * 18 0 9 0 13
Smoke Report (No fire evident) 43 7 0 0 0
Solicitina 3 2 0 0 2
Suicide * 1 0 0 0 0
Suicide Attempt/Threat * 22 2 14 0 0
Summons Service 87 28 0 0 0
Suspicious (Other) 193 57 8 0 7
Suspicious Auto(s) 303 80 4 0 6
Suspicious Person(s) 298 95 9 0 39
Threat Report * 95 4 36 1 8
Trespass Complaint 63 13 6 0 16
Unwanted Person(s) 93 13 18 0 22
Vandalism * 304 22 161 0 20
Water Leak 15 1 0 0 0
Weapons Violations * 26 11 3 0 3
Totals: 13071 1980 1192 518 954



PALMER POLICE DEPARTMENT
CALL ANALYSIS BY TIME AND DAY OF WEEK FOR 2002

Sunday Monday Tuesday |Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday Totals

Hour|Calls Day% |Calls Day% |Calls Day% |Calls Day% |Calls Day% |Calls Day% |Calls Day%| Calls Tot%
0 68 42 36 19 49 27 48 25 53 28 55 27/ 68 3.6 377 29
1 71 44 42 22| 47 26 53 28 45 23] 49 24| 84 45 391 3.0
2 73 45 28 15 29 16/ 26 14 26 14 41 200 70 37 293 22
3 50 31 48 25 24 13 28 15 25 13 22 11 28 15 225 1.7
4 38 23 42 22 17 09 13 0.7 18 09 25 12 24 13 177 14
5 17 11 32 17/ 32 17 19 10 23 12/ 19 09 18 1.0 160 1.2
6 18 11 53 28 92 50 89 47 102 53 80 4.0 45 24| 479 37
7 37 23 63 33 85 46/ 64 34 59 31 72 36| 36 19 416 3.2
8 46 28 75 39 57 31 104 55 54 28 73 3.6/ 42 22 451 3.5
9 42 26/ 93 49 75 41 85 45 86 45 81 40 74 40 536 4.1
10 69 43 116 6.1 103 56| 114 6.0 84 44| 71 3.5 115 6.1 672 5.1
11 74 46| 88 46| 108 59 73 38 78 41 93 46| 94 50 608 4.7
12 62 3.8 74 39 126 6.9 108 57 72 3.7 102 50 80 4.3 624 438
13 64 40 92 48 138 7.5 108 57 110 57/ 93 46| 91 49 696 53
14 81 5.00 114 6.0 164 9.0 111 5.8 130 6.8/ 108 53] 94 50 802 6.1
15 61 3.8/ 109 5.7 109 6.0 120 6.3 113 59 133 66| 75 40 720 55
16 87 54| 132 6.9 78 4.3 111 5.8 109 57 130 6.4/ 88 4.7/ 735 56
17 92 57| 161 84 77 42 139 73 119 6.2 142 7.0 80 43 810 6.2
18 84 52 115 6.00 77 42 108 57 129 6.7 123 6.1 110 59 746 57
19 | 133 82 92 48 69 3.8 73 3.8 127 6.6/ 102 50 108 58 704 54
20| 114 70 81 42 79 43 88 46/ 97 50 110 54/ 110 59 679 52
21 98 6.1 83 44| 86 47, 90 47 118 6.1 117 58/ 109 58 701 54
22 71 44 82 43 65 36/ 72 3.8 87 45 102 50 124 6.6/ 603 4.6
23 68 42 57 3.0 43 24 57 30 60 31 78 39 103 55 466 3.6
1618 12.4/1908 14.6| 1829 14/ 1901 14.5/1924 14.7/2021 15.5/1870 14.3] 13071 100.1
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PALMER POLICE DEPARTMENT
CALL ANALYSIS BY ZONE - 2002

ZONE CALLS PERCENT
BONDSVILLE 1,043 8.0%
DESK 922 7.1%
OTHER CITY / 235 1.8%
TOWN
PALMER 6,401 49.0%
THORNDIKE 2,161 16.5%
THREE RIVERS 2,309 17.7%
TOTAL 13,071

CALL ANALYSIS BY ZONE - 2002
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PA - PALMER
DE - DESK

TR - THREE RIVERS

TH - THORNDIKE

BO - BONDSVILLE

OT - OTHER CITY/TOWN

Activity in this zone reflects calls received at the Police Department that did not require the dispatch of a police officer to
a specific location. The service was provided at the police station itself or over the telephone, such as providing
accident or crime information, directions, referrals to other agencies, etc.

Activity in this zone reflects calls received for incidents that occurred in another jurisdiction that required a referral to that
jurisdiction or a response to that jurisdiction by this department
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PALMER POLICE DEPARTMENT

OFFENSES (IN ARRESTS) BY AGE GROUP — 2002

00-10 | 11-17 | 18-24 | 25-34 | 35-54 | > 55 | TOTALS
ALL OTHER LARCENY 5 11 2 3 21
ALL OTHER OFFENSES 19 58 51 73 4 205
ARSON 1 2 3
IASSAULT, AGGRAVATED 7 16 12 16 51
ASSAULT, SIMPLE 13 36 37 51 4 141
BAD CHECKS 12 6 2 20
BURGLARY / BREAKING AND ENTERING 7 14 1 1 23
COUNTERFEITING / FORGERY 19 2 21
DESTRUCTION / DAMAGE / VANDALISM 3 42 80 8 7 1 141
DISORDERLY CONDUCT 11 21 19 25 76
DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE 1 9 9 29 5 53
DRUG / NARCOTIC VIOLATIONS 21 32 8 28 2 91
DRUG EQUIPMENT VIOLATIONS 2 2
FALSE PRETENSES / SWINDLE / CONFIDENCE GAMES 3 1 4
FAMILY OFFENSES, NONVIOLENT 4 10 14
FORCIBLE FONDLING 3 1 1 6 11
FORCIBLE RAPE 1 1
INTIMIDATION 6 9 9 14 2 40
LIQUOR LAW VIOLATIONS 12 35 3 1 51
I[MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 2 2 2 6
OPERATING / PROMOTING / ASSIST 1 1
PROSTITUTION 1 1
PROTECTIVE CUSTODY 8 27 30 71 5 141
ROBBERY 2 2
RUNAWAY 2 2
SEXUAL ASSAULT WITH AN OBJECT 2 1 3
SHOPLIFTING 4 8 3 3 1 19
STOLEN PROPERTY OFFENSES 4 28 7 1 40
THEFT FROM BUILDING 3 1 1 5
THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE 7 7
THEFT OF MOTOR VEHICLE PARTS/ACCESSORIES 1 2 3
TRAFFIC, TOWN BY-LAW OFFENSES 1 45 193 136 175 23 573
TRESPASS OF REAL PROPERTY 3 14 6 13 36
WEAPON LAW VIOLATIONS 9 10 2 13 34
TOTALS 4 | 230 [ 651 356 | 547 54 1,842

WEAPONS INVOLVED IN OFFENSES - 2002

Occurrence(s) Percentage

None 1,855 86.60%
Personal Weapons (Hands/Feet/Etc) 197 9.20%
Other 28 1.30%
Blunt Object 22 1.00%
Knife/Cutting Instrument 16 0.70%
Shotgun 6 0.30%
Motor Vehicle 5 0.20%
Handgun 4 0.20%
Handgun (Automatic) 2 0.10%
Rifle 2 0.10%
Rifle (Automatic) 1 0.00%
Shotgun (Automatic) 1 0.00%
Other Firearm 1 0.00%
Explosives 1 0.00%
Unknown 1 0.00%
Total Occurrences 2,142 100.00%




PALMER POLICE DEPARTMENT
ARRESTEE RACE AND SEX BY AGE - 2002
0010 11-17 18-24 25-34 35-54 >55 TOTALS

White

Male 4 88 231 118 211 26 678

Female 0 32 53 57 84 2 228

Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Black

Male 0 2 6 8 6 2 24

Female 0 1 1 2 0 0 4

Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Asian/Pacific Islander

Male 0 0 0 0 2 0 2

Female 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
American Indian/Alaskan Native

Male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Female 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Unknown

Male 0 0 0 1 0 0 1

Female 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTALS 4 123 291 186 303 30 937

ARRESTEE BY AGE AND SEX - 2002
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PALMER POLICE DEPARTMENT
VICTIM RACE AND SEX BY AGE - 2002
00-10 1117 18-24 25-34 35-54 >55 TOTALS

White
Male 14 62 102 87 159 66 490
Female 16 35 77 95 151 54 428
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Black
Male 1 2 0 3 0 0 6
Female 2 0 0 4 1 0 7
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Asian/Pacific Islander
Male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Female 0 0 0 1 1 0 2
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
American Indian/Alaskan Native
Male 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Female 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Unknown
Male 0 0 0 2 2 3 7
Female 0 1 2 0 1 1 5
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTALS 33 100 181 192 315 124 945
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PALMER POLICE DEPARTMENT

RELATIONSHIP OF VICTIMS TO OFFENDERS - 2002

RELATIONSHIP OF VICTIMS TO OFFENDERS (GRAPH) - 2002

CODE RELATIONSHIP TOTALS |CODE RELATIONSHIP TOTALS
AQ Acquaintance 104 | NE Neighbor 34
BE Babysittee OF Other Family Member 18
BG Boy/Girl Friend 82 | OK Otherwise Known 34
CF Child of Boy/Girl Friend 3 PA Parent 20
CH Child 14 | RU Relationship Unknown 19
CS Common-Law Spouse 1 SB Sibling 15
EE Employee 3 SC Stepchild 2
ER Employer 8 | SE Spouse 23
FR Friend 13 SP Stepparent 1
GC Grandchild 3 | SS Stepsibling 1
GP Grandparent 2 ST Stranger 192
HR Homosexual Relationship VO Victim was Offender 4

IL In-Law XS Ex-Spouse 7
TOTALS 603
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VICTIM INJURIES - 2002

Occurrence(s) Percentage

None 142 52.20%
Apparent Minor Injury 123 45.20%
Severe Laceration 3 1.10%
Possible Internal Injuries 2 0.70%
Other Major Injury 1 0.40%
Unconsciousness 1 0.40%
Total Occurrences 272 100.00%




